N $ % &$

Volume 24 #8

nepple Seeds:

T(OHN)F R $& +

April 2009

ONLY HOPETO LIVE Blaise Pascal

“Let any man examine his thoughts, and he m

will find them ever occupied with the past or
the future. We scarcely think at all of the
present; or if we do, it is only to borrow the
light which it gives for regulating the future.

The present is never our object; the past and
the present we use as means; thefutureonly is

our end. Thus, we never live, we only hopeto

live.”

Robert Burns
PositiveQuotes.net

“1 pick my favorite quotations and storethemin
my mind asready armor, offensive or defensive, amid
the struggle of this turbulent existence.”

ON QUOTATIONS

SENSE OF HUMOR Rev. Billy Graham

“A keen sense of humor helpsusto overlook the
unbecoming, understand the unconventional, tolerate
the unpleasant, overcome the unexpected, and outlast
the unbearable.”

STUNNED BY GRACE Max Lucado

“1’ve never been surprised by God' s judgment,
but I'm still stunned by His grace.”

Y OU ARE YOUR OWN GREATEST ASSET
Terry Everton, Blue Mountain Arts, 1989

“You are your own greatest asset—
there is nothing you cannot do.

No one can keep you from dreaming your dreams,
and only you can prevent them from coming
true.

Your achievements are not determined by your

ability al but by the d
ity alone, but by the desire you pos- srg'"w,"'ls::'e SPIRITUALITY OF ACCEPTANCE  Ernest Kurtz
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sess to reach them.
There are no worlds outside of those you
create for yourself, and the only bound-

to live within.
Never be afraid to defend your decisions,
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regardless.
No one can possibly know what is best for you other
than yourself.”

Dr. Maxwell Maltz
SOUNDINGS, Feb. 1990, p.2

TOMORROW’S GOAL

“There comes atime when you get to bed
hit the pillow. You are aone with your

thoughts and you take inventory of yourself,
your assets and your liabilities. Then you should ask
yourself what you forgot to do during the day.

...What did you forget today? Think of one
thing you don’t want to forget tomorrow. It will make
yourelax. Takestock of yourself. It will improveyour
self-image and give you peace of mind for tomor-
row’sgoal.”

WISDOM SEEDS William Arthur Ward

“Friendsawaysanswer whenyou call, reach out
and help you when you fall; they strengthen you in
times of stress and add much to your happiness.”

SEEDLING OF FEAR Napoleon Hill

Think & Grow Rich, p. 256

“Indecision isthe seedling of fear!...Indecision
crystallizes into doubt, the two blend and become
fear! The blending process often isslow. Thisis one
reason why these three enemies are so dangerous.
They germinate and grow without their presence
being observed.”

ON VIRTUE Bits & Pieces, april 1979

“Wisbom is knowing what to do next.
SKILL isknowing how to doit.
VIRTUE isdoing it.”

The Spirituality of Imperfection, p. 61

“All spirituality—but especially aspiritu-

>%. embracing, and living out of paradox. A *‘para-
dox’ isan apparent contradiction: Two things



seem to exclude each other, but in truth need not do
S0....Openness to paradox alows both the under-
standing and acceptance of our human condition as
‘both/and’ (both a saint and a sinner) rather than
‘either/or’ (either asaint and asinner).”

PRAYERS FOR PEACE Peter Pauper Press, 1962

only amicroscopic dent in the problems of theworld.
But they also realize that the worse evil isto do noth-
ing because they can do only alittle.... Their commit-
ments make us ask ourselves, “What have | donein
the past to get involved? What am | doing in the
present to make a difference? What ought | do in the
future even if it makes only amicroscopic dent in the
problems of the world?’

“O God of peace, we turn aside from

. ; . What is the stage of your faith com-
an unquiet world, seeking rest for our spir- The SIVERLIN mitment—fun stagzg intol)(/arant stage, or
its, and light for our thoughts. We bring our LORD reality stage? ' ’
work to be sanctified, our wounds to be Will make y Stage:

et our tatter st bacucenr. MEHTEDUSNESS

berenewed, our better sel vesto be quicken-

ed. And

O You, in whom there is harmony,
draw us to yourself, and silence the dis-
cords of our wasteful lives. You in whom Sp
all are one, take us out of the loneliness of
self, and fill us with the fullness of Your
truth and love. You whose greatness is beyond our
highest praise, lift us above our common littleness
and our daily imperfections; send us visions of the
lovethat isin You and of the good that may bein us.”

Jim Collins
Good to Great, P. 209

GET INVOLVED

“Get involved in something that you care so
much about that you want to make it the greatest it
can possibly be, not because of what you will get, but
just because it can be done.”

LIFE ISA GRINDSTONE Jacob M. Braude

“Life is a grindstone; whether it grinds you
down or polishes you up depends on what you're
made of.”

STAGESOF COMMITMENT Fr. Mark Link, S.J.

A television talk-show host once said that com-
mitment is made up of three stages. First, there' s the
FUN STAGE. That’s when we go out and say, “I love
doing this. Why didn’t | get involved sooner?

Second, there’s the INTOLERANT STAGE. That's
when we go out and say, “Anyone who doesn’t get
involved isn’t really atrue believer.”

Finally, there’ stheREALITY STAGE. That’ swhen
we suddenly realize that our involvement is going to
make only a microscopic dent in the problems of the
world. And that’ s the stage at which saints are made.

There are people in thisworld, some you might
even know, who readlize that they are going to make

all nations.

Isaiah 61:11

Q TRAGEDY OF LIFE Norman Cousins

0 “Thetragedy of lifeisinwhat diesin-
% side a man while he lives—the death of

Y.‘OBe fore genuine feeling, the death of inspired re-

sponse, the awareness that makes it possi-
ble to feel the pain or the glory of other
men in yourself.”

LIFE WORTH LIVING Richard H. Feeley

“Nooneever findslifeworth living. Onealways
has to make it worth living.”

CHARACTER—YOU CREATE Jim Rohn

“Character isaquality that embodies many im-
portant traits, such asintegrity, courage, perseverance,
confidence and wisdom. Unlikeyour fingerprintsthat
you are born with and cannot change, character is
something that you create within yourself and must
take responsibility for changing.”

Anatole France

www. TopA chievement.com

“To accomplish great things, we must not only
act, but also dream; not only plan, but also believe.”

GREAT THINGS

Charles Swindoll
The Quest for Character, p. 199

CREATIVE THINKING

Johann Gutenberg is a superb example of crea-
tive thinking. What did he do? He simply combined
two previously unconnected ideasto createaninnova-
tion. He refused to limit his thinking to the singular
purpose of the wine press or the solitary use of the
coin punch. One day Gutenberg entertained an idea
no one else had ever thought of: “What if | took a
bunch of coin punches and put them under the force
of the wine press so that they left their images on
paper instead of metal?” From that creative idea the
printing press was born.



