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PRIVILEGE OF WISDOM      Oliver Wendell Holmes

“It is the province of knowledge to

speak, and it is the privilege of wisdom to

listen.”

PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S STORYTELLING

Lincoln on Leadership, p. 158

“After Lincoln became president, he mostly used

his skill in telling stories for a purpose rather than for

amusement.…He realized the persuasive affects that

stories had on people and once said as much during a

conversation: ‘They say I tell a great many stories. I

reckon I do; but I have learned from long experience

that plain people…are more easily influenced through

the medium of a broad and humorous illustration than

in any other way.…’”

ON WRITING Epictetus

“Do not write so that you can be understood;

Write so that you cannot be misunderstood.”

ON HOPE Eugene Kennedy
The Joy of Being Human

“Hope never looks spectacular and we might

miss it altogether if we search for it in shining and

transcendent moments. The problem with the human

situation is that even though we might like to have

them, most of us must survive without incandescent

experiences of the Spirit. Hope is more readily found 

in the commonplace of everyday at a time of need.

The essential ingredient of hope is that we trans-

mit a regard that is more for the other than for our-

selves. Hope is strong enough to communicate itself

even in an imperfect state.”

A BETTER WAY TO LIVE Og Mandino

“RULE TWO: Today and every day

deliver more than you are getting paid to do.

The victory of success will be half won when

you learn the secret of putting out more than

is expected in all that you do. Make yourself

so valuable in your work that eventually you

will become indispensable. Exercise your privilege to

go the extra mile, and enjoy all the rewards you

receive. You deserve them!”

THREE ENEMIES William Arthur Ward

“Three enemies of personal peace: regret over

yesterday’s mistakes, anxiety over tomorrow’s prob-

lems, and ingratitude for today’s blessings.”

MERTON ON PRAYER Mary Luke Tobin

“Prayer begins with you…start where you are

and stay with it because God is in you as you are, and

does not expect you to be any other than you are, ex-

cept that there is a change that God is going to make

in your life. You have to learn how to get together

with God in your life so that the change can be

made.”

SELF-DISCIPLINE M. Scott Peck
The Road Less Traveled, p.53

“The tendency to avoid challenge is so omni-

present in human beings that it can properly be con-

sidered a characteristic of human nature. But calling

it natural does not mean it is essential or beneficial or

unchangeable behavior.…Yet we teach ourselves to

do the unnatural until the unnatural becomes itself

second nature. Indeed, all self-discipline might be

defined as teaching ourselves to do the unnatural…to

transcend and hence transform our own nature.”

DARE TO BEGIN Eugene F. Ware

“All glory comes from daring to begin.”

ON THE CONSTITUTION George Washington

The Complete Speaker’s Almanac states

that on Feb. 7, 1778 George Washington

wrote a letter to the  Marquis de Lafayette just

before the new Constitution of the United

States was put into effect. He spoke of how it

was written to endure for the ages, unless

there were “corruption of morals, profligacy



of manners, and listlessness for the preservation of the

natural and unalienable rights of man.”

QUESTION CORRECTLY Anton Chekhov

“Putting a question correctly is one thing; find-

ing the answer to it is something quite different.”

FIND YOUR PLACE Steve Goodier
LifeSupportSystem.com

“Oscar Levant accurately said, ‘It’s

not what you are, it’s what you don’t

become that hurts.’ You have great po-

tential. When you believe in all you can

be, rather than all you cannot become,

you will find your place on earth.”

LENTEN REFLECTION via EWTN
http://www.ewtn.com/faith/lent/F18.htm

What to Give up…

Give up complaining — focus on grati-

tude.

Give up pessimism — become an opti-

mist.

Give up harsh judgements — think kindly thoughts.

Give up worry — trust Divine Providence.

Give up discouragement — be full of hope.

Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness.

Give up hatred — return good for evil.

Give up negativism — be positive.

Give up anger — be more patient.

Give up pettiness — become mature.

Give up gloom — enjoy the beauty that is all around

you.

Give up jealousy — pray for trust.

Give up gossiping — control your tongue.

Give up sin — turn to virtue.

Give up giving up — hang in there!

DO THE USEFUL THING T.S. Eliot

“To do the useful thing, to say the courageous

thing, to contemplate the beautiful thing – that is

enough for one person’s life.”

SHARING PEOPLE’S JOY Carlo Maria Giulini

“I know I am somebody’s friend if I think, ‘Oh,

isn’t it wonderful that such and such a thing should be

happening to so and so,’ and feel happy for him or

her. Sharing and experiencing other people’s joy is

what friendship is about. Commiserating with their

misfortunes is not enough. Any kindly person would

do that.”

START BY REPENTING Source Unknown

A man once approached the retreat master after

a stirring homily and said to him, “Father, I wish to

repent, but I don’t know what to do?”

The retreat master inquired, “And to sin, you

knew what to do?”

“Yes,” the man replied, “but that was easy. First

I sinned, then I knew.”

“Exactly, said the retreat master.

“Now do the same the other way around.

Start repenting, and you will know

later.”

THE “TRIPLE ABYSS” Ernest Kurtz, et al

The Spirituality of Imperfection, p. 172

“In his description of the “triple

abyss” into which human nature is prone

to fall, the 17th century mathematician

and mystic Blaise Pascal offered a per-

spective on the theme of attachment and

detachment. Each “abyss” involves a

different kind of libidinal enslavement to

the egotistical self: 1) the libido domin-

andi, or lust for power over others and over nature; 2)

the libido sentiendi, or lust for intense sensation; and

3) the libido sciendi, or lust for manipulative know-

ledge, knowledge that is primarily used to increase

our own power, profit, and pleasure.”

TWO GREAT WORDS Jim Rohn

“The two great words of antiquity are behold

and beware. Behold the possibilities and beware the

temptations.”

TO ELIMINATE SINFUL HABITS Source Unknown

A retreat master once asked a group of retreat-

ants, “Tell me,” he said, “how can I get the air out of

this glass I have in my hand?”

One man said, “Suck it out with a pump.” But

the master replied, “That would create a vacuum and

shatter the glass.”

Finally, after many other suggestions, the retreat

master picked up a pitcher of water and quietly filled

the glass with water. “There,” he said, “all the air is

now removed.”

He then explained that victory for Christ’s disci-

ples does not come by working hard to eliminate  sin-

ful habits, but rather by allowing the Holy Spirit to

take full possession and filling up with virtue.


