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ON EDUCATION                Thomas Huxley

“Perhaps the most valuable result of
all education is the ability to make your-
self do the thing you have to do, when it
ought to be done, whether you like it or
not.”

CREATE THE FUTURE Franklin D. Roosevelt

“A nation must believe in three things. It
must believe in the past. It must believe in the
future. It must above all believe in the capacity of
its own people so to learn from the past that they
can gain in judgment in creating their own
future.”

The Road Less Traveled M. Scott Peck

“Life is difficult.
This is a great truth, one of the greatest

truths.…Once we truly know that life is difficult
— once we truly understand and accept it — then
life is no longer difficult.…Most do not fully see
this truth that life is difficult. Instead they moan
more or less incessantly, noisily or subtly about
the enormity of their problems, their burdens,
and their difficulties as if life were generally easy,
as if life should be easy. They voice their belief,
noisily or subtly, that their difficulties represent
a unique kind of affliction that should not be and
that has somehow been especially visited upon
them, or else upon their families, their class,
their nation…and not upon others…”

AMBITIONS Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

“Most people would succeed in
small things, if they were not troubled
with great ambitions.”

CHRISTMAS William Cullen Bryant

“O Father may that Holy Star
Grow every year more bright,
And send its glorious beams afar
To fill the world with light.”

RESPECT John W. Gardner

“If you have some respect for people
as they are, you can be more effective in
helping them to become better than they

are.”

CREATIVE LEADERCenter for Creative Leadership

“A creative leader is one who recog-
nizes the potential in people and strives to
establish and maintain a climate where
individuals may develop and maximize their
contributions. Within this creative environment,
they involve others in the process of identifying
and pursuing meaningful goals that bring both
short-term and long-run benefits to all.”

RAISE SELF-ESTEEM Jack Canfield, Insight, # 79

“If you want more, you have to do more, be-
cause what you’ve been doing will produce only
what you’ve been getting. There are only three
ways to grow in life: to stop doing what you’ve
been doing that doesn’t work; to start doing more
of what you know that does work; and to try
doing things that you’ve never done before and
see if they work.”

CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYER Frank Borman
Apollo 8 space mission, 1968

“GIVE US, O GOD, the vision which can see Your
love in the world in spite of human failure.

Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spite
of our ignorance and weakness.

Give us the knowledge that we may con-
tinue to pray with understanding
hearts.

And show us what each one of us can do
to set forward the coming of the day
of universal peace.”



LIVING TOGETHER Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“We have learned to fly in the air like birds
and swim in the sea like fish. But we have not
learned the simple act of living together as bro-
thers and sisters.”

SOWERS OF SEED SOUNDINGS, Vol. 6, # 1

“We are all sowers of seed. What we sow and
how we sow can bring great harvest. Seeds of
kindness, compassion, and understanding, plant-
ed in fertile soil, can grow into life-time friend-
ships, great deeds, and memories that never
fade.”

MY SYMPHONY  William Henry Channing

“To live content with small means;
To seek elegance rather than luxury 

and refinement rather than fashion;
To be worthy not respectable, and

wealthy, not rich;
To listen to stars and birds, babes and

sages with an open heart;
To study hard;
To think quietly, act frankly, talk

gently, await occasions, hurry
never;

In a word, to let the spiritual, unbid-
den and unconscious, grow up
through the common — 

This is my symphony.”

TRUTH R. Alan Culpepper

“Truth is like a bank vault with a timer
that prevents it from being opened prematurely.
Truth is learned from personal experience, so
truth must be experienced. A part of growing up
is gaining wisdom, experience and maturity.

…There are aspects of truth that mean
nothing to us because we are not ready for them
yet. Then, one day, the coin drops, the light
comes on, and something we have known for
years becomes truth for us.”

LET ME NOT KEEP CHRISTMAS Linda Felver
A Book of Christmas, Nashville: Upper Rooms, 1988, p. 48

“Let me not wrap, stack, box, bag, tie, tag,
bundle, seal, keep Christmas.

Christmas kept is liable to mold.
Let me give Christmas away, unwrapped, by

exuberant armfuls. Let me share, dance, live
Christmas unpretentiously, merrily, responsibly
with overflowing hands, tireless steps and spark-

ling eyes.
Christmas given away will stay fresh — even

until it comes again.”

BE GREAT Wm. Shakespeare

“Be great in acts,
as you have been in thought.”

DON’T IGNORE JESUS Anonymous

You’re familiar with the expression, “Kids
say the darndest things,” or maybe the one that
goes, “Out of the mouth of babes…”

As this story goes there is a very inquisitive
four-year-old who happens to be strongly in the
“Why” and “Tell me” stage. He was helping his
father set up the Christmas decorations. Now
imagine the following scene:

“Hey Dad, why are there so many lights?
What do these colors mean?” He goes on,
“Why do you cut branches off the tree and
hang them on the door?” Without waiting
for an answer he asks, “Did you help your
daddy when you were big like me?” Contin-
uing, “Tell me again the story of baby
Jesus. Why do we bring a tree in the house
anyway? You know, mommy’s gonna get
mad if you make a mess!”

Sound familiar? Well it continues. The
youngster was helping sort out ornaments
and remarked, “Dad, what does ignore
mean?”

The father explained that ignore means
not to pay attention to someone when they

call you.
The boy looked up at his father with a seri-

ous look on his face and said, “I don’t think we
should ignore Jesus.”

Puzzled, the father stopped his sorting and
knelt closer to his son and replied, “I don’t think
we should ignore Jesus either, son. I think we
should give him our fullest attention. Why do you
ask that?”

“But Dad, that’s what the Christmas carol
says, ‘O come let us ignore him…’”

Kids sure say the darndest things, don’t
they. We actually get so caught up in the frenzy of
seasonal preparations, shopping and decorating
that we seem to ignore the true meaning of
Christmas, rather than first preparing a place in
our hearts to “come and adore him.”


