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PRAYER FOR THE NATION             George Washington

“Almighty God: We make our
earnest prayer that Thou will keep the
United States in Thy holy protection;
that Thou will incline the heads of the
citizens to cultivate a spirit of sub-ord-
ination and obedience to government,
and entertain a brother-affection and
love for one another and for their fellow-citizens
of the United States at large.

And finally that Thou will most graciously
be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love
mercy, and to demean ourselves with that char-
ity, humility, and pacific temper of mind which
were the characteristics of the Divine Author of
our blessed religion and with a humble imitation
of whose example in these things we can ever
hope to be a happy nation.

Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

ACCEPT WHATEVER COMES Eleanor Roosevelt

“You have to accept whatever comes and the
only important thing is that you meet it with
courage and with the best you have to give.”

CHALLENGE YOURSELF Cecil M. Springer

“Above all challenge yourself. You may well
surprise yourself at what strengths you have,
what you can accomplish.”

DO IT NOW! Anonymous

“Good intentions are no substitute for action;
failure usually follows the path of least persist-
ence.”

OPPORTUNITIES Javan

“Life comes in the form of oppor-
tunities which are easy to recognize — once
they have been wasted.”

ON GREAT PEOPLE Mark Twain

“Keep away from people who try to
belittle your ambitions. Small people
always do that, but really great people
make you feel that you, too, can become
great.”

ADD TO LIFE William Osler

“We are here to add what we can to,
not to get what we can from, Life.”

ON BROTHERHOOD Charles Evans Hughes

“To have courage without pugnacity,
To have conviction without bigotry,
To have charity without condescension,
To have faith without credulity,
To have love of humanity without mere

sentimentality,
To have meekness with power,

and emotion with sanity,
That is brotherhood.”

ON PRAYER Fr. Eugene LaVerdiere, SSS, 
Faith Today, 11-26-1987

“There is a big difference between prayer
which is caught or born in us and self-centered
prayer. The first gives life. It is creative. It helps
us to be what we are called to be. It moves us
beyond ourselves and puts us in touch with other
human beings, with creation and with God
himself. Such prayer has wonderful restorative
powers.”

THIS NEW DAY Ralph Waldo Emerson

“Write it on your heart that every day
is the best day in the year. He or she is rich
who owns the day, and no one owns the day
who allows it to be invaded with fret and
anxiety.

Finish every day and be done with it.
You have done what you could. Some blun-



ders and absurdities no doubt crept in. Forget
them as soon as you can, tomorrow is a new day;
begin it well and serenely, with too high a spirit
to be cumbered with your old nonsense. This new
day is too dear, with its hopes and invitations, to
waste a moment on the yesterdays.”

I AM ONLY ONE Helen Keller

“I am only one;
But still I am one.
I cannot do everything,
But still I can do something;
And I will not refuse to do the

something I can do.”

CIVILIZATIONS DECLINE Thomas Carlyle

“Civilizations decline, not necessarily
through some colossal criminality, but from mul-
titudinous cases of petty betrayal and individual
neglect.”

MORNING PRAYER Mother Teresa

“I have come to You to take Your touch
before I begin my day.

Let Your eyes rest upon my eyes for a while.
Let me take to my work with assurance of

Your friendship.
Fill my mind to last through the

desert of noise.
Let your blessed sunshine fill the

peaks of my thoughts. And
give me strength for those
who need me.

Amen.”

QUALITY INVOLVES PATIENCE Anonymous

James Garfield, who later became President
of the United States, was in an earlier time
President of Hiram College in Ohio. He once was
approached by the father of a young student
seeking admission to the college with a typical re-
quest. The father criticized the length and diffi-
culty of the required curriculum. “Can’t you sim-
plify the course? My son will never get through
all this academic work. There should be a shorter
route.”

Garfield replied, “I believe I can arrange
such a plan, but it all depends upon what you
want for your son. When God wants to make an
oak tree, he takes 100 years. When God wants to
make a squash, he requires only two months.”

ON EFFECTIVE LEADERS Bits & Pieces, Vol. 21, # 1

“… Effective leaders know that they get the
best efforts out of people by working with them
… by helping them to do their best … by showing
them how to be more productive.

Most people want to do a good job — as long
as someone appreciates their efforts and en-
courages them. That’s where good leaders put
their greatest effort — to show people that their
work is valuable and appreciated.”

GOLDEN RULE IN ACTION W. Clement Stone

“Generosity is the Golden Rule in action. It
is a sign of unselfish emotional maturity mani-
fested by a person’s sensitivity to the feelings and
reactions of others. Generous persons are kindly,
compassionate and experience a nobility of feel-
ing. They have a warmhearted readiness to share
time and effort in helping others in a thoughtful
manner — without being asked.

A generous person experiences many of the
true riches of life which a selfish person does not
enjoy.”

2 PARTS TO THE BIBLE Source Unknown
“Sower’s Seeds Aplenty,” #7, p. 5

I’m reminded of a parish bible study
group where the pastor asked, “Can
anyone tell me how many parts there
are in the Bible?”

Now, there was an old-timer who
was very excited and enthused. He
raised his hand, almost jumping out of
his seat, “I know,” he blurted out,
“Father, I’ve figured out the Bible  — 

did-ja-know there are two parts to the Bible?”
“Why sure Sam,” the pastor replied, “that’s

what we are studying, that there are 2 parts to
the Bible — the Old Testament and the  New Tes-
tament.”

“Yeah, I know all that, Father,” said Sam.
“What I discovered is that first there’s the belie-
ving part, and second there’s the behaving part.”

I imagine most of us probably do okay with
the first part, but it’s the second part that trips us
up. 

How true, “Blessed are they who hear the
Word of God and act on it.”


