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Why the Church asks us to pray for accidents, murders, and the suffering of strangers 

1. The universal call to intercessory prayer

The Church teaches that every Christian is called to pray for the needs of others, no
matter how distant they are. The Catechism states that “the prayer of intercession consists
in asking on behalf of another. It knows no boundaries and extends to one’s enemies”[20].
This reflects Jesus’ own command to love our neighbour — a love that is not limited to
those we know personally but embraces the whole human family[3]. 

2. Communion of Saints and spiritual solidarity

Because all members of the Mystical Body of Christ are united in one communion, the
prayers of the faithful reach every soul. The Catechism explains that “in full consciousness
of this communion … the Church … offers its suffrages for the dead” and that such prayers
“are capable … of helping them and also of making their intercession for us effective”[12]
[19]. By the same token, prayers offered for the living — whether near or far — join us in the
same communion, allowing us to share in each other’s joys and sufferings. 

3. Offering our prayers as a participation in Christ’s redemptive suffering

St Paul tells us that “in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions” (Col 1:24).
The Church therefore urges the sick and all the faithful to offer their sufferings, and
even their prayers for strangers, as a participation in the Passion of Christ[9]
[14]. Pope John Paul II reminds us that “the willing acceptance of your suffering in union
with Christ … makes a great contribution to the mission of the Church”[4]. When we pray
for those harmed by accidents or murders, we unite our hearts with Christ’s compassion
and make our own sufferings, however small, a “sacrifice of love” that joins the salvific work
of the Cross[1]. 

4. The effect of prayer on God’s providence and on the persons concerned

Prayer does not merely “wish” that a tragedy be undone; it entrusts the situation to
God’s infinite mercy, asks for the grace of healing, conversion, consolation, and for the
triumph of the Gospel even in the midst of evil. Pope Francis, in his catechesis on
intercession, emphasizes that “our intercessions are never hidden from God, who always
hears those who cry to Him”[3]. Through prayer we:

• Seek the conversion of hearts (e.g., the perpetrators) and the healing of those
wounded. 

• Obtain spiritual comfort for the victims and their families, as the Holy Spirit
“consoles and strengthens” the afflicted[8]. 

• Participate in the Church’s missionary charity: the suffering of others
becomes a “day of suffering for the missions” when we pray for them, uniting their
pain with the work of evangelization[9]. 

5. The love-driven motive: solidarity with all of God’s children

Christ’s love “reaches even to those we do not know.” The Church therefore asks us to “pray



for all … especially those who suffer, those who do not know how to pray or have lost their
way”[3]. This solidarity reflects the paternal heart of Christ, who “does not forget a single
soul”[8], and fulfills our baptismal call to be members of one Body, caring for every
member, visible or invisible. 

Summary 

1. Intercessory prayer is a universal Christian duty that transcends distance and
familiarity. 

2. Through the communion of saints, our prayers for strangers join the whole Church
in a spiritual solidarity. 

3. Offering prayers for others is a way of sharing in Christ’s redemptive
suffering, turning personal prayer into a sacrifice united with the Cross. 

 
4. Prayer entrusts the situation to God, asking for healing, conversion, and the

triumph of the Gospel, while providing spiritual comfort to the afflicted. 

5. Love of neighbour compels us to pray for all, especially those we do not know,
because all are members of the one Body of Christ. 

Thus, when accidents, murders, or other tragedies occur far from us, the Church teaches
that we respond with prayer — not only out of compassion, but as a concrete expression of
our communion with Christ and with all His children. 

May the Holy Spirit guide you in a life of faithful intercession, uniting your heart
with the suffering of the world and with the boundless love of our Lord.
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Intercession and the Church as a Community of Believers

1. The Church’s self-understanding as a communion 

The Second Vatican Council already defined the Church as a communion of saints
(Lumen Gentium 49) – a mystery in which the faithful on earth, the souls in purgatory, and
the blessed in heaven are united in one body (CCC 962). This communion is not merely a
theological term; it expresses a lived reality of spiritual solidarity: “the Holy Spirit … fills
and unites the whole Church” (Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Letter to the
Bishops, 8)[8]. Because all members share in the same sacramental life, any prayer offered
by one member is, in effect, a prayer of the whole Body [2]. 

2. Intercession as the natural outflow of that communion

If the Church is truly a community, its members are called to act for one another. The
Catechism describes intercessory prayer as “the prayer of asking on behalf of another …
knowing no boundaries” (CCC 2635)[5]. Pope John Paul II likewise stresses that “the
prayers of intercession … have great value” because they are “characteristic of a heart
attuned to God’s mercy” and express the Church’s solidarity with the dead and the
suffering[5]. 

The communio sanctorum (communion of saints) makes this concrete: the saints in
heaven continually intercede for us, and we, in turn, pray for them and for all our
brothers and sisters on earth[3]. Thus intercession is the prayerful manifestation of the
invisible bond that unites the Body of Christ. 

3. The theological link: intercession reflects the Church’s “mother-hood” and
“virginal” identity 

Roch Kereszty points out that the Church’s activity mirrors Mary’s maternal intercession.
“When we say that ‘the Church prays,’ we mean that Mary and the saints pray with Christ …
Without Mary’s and the saints’ prayers the Church’s motherhood would be an empty
phrase”[1]. The Church’s maternal character — a community that gives birth to believers
in the Spirit — is therefore expressed through the intercessory prayers of its
members, especially the saints, who act as spiritual mothers and fathers to the faithful. 

4. The practical dimension: praying for strangers as an act of communal
charity



Because communion transcends geography and personal acquaintance, the Church urges us
to pray for all — the suffering unknown to us, the victims of accidents, murders, or natural
disasters. Pope Francis, in his catechesis on the communion of saints, reminds us that
“whenever we pray, we find ourselves immersed in a great stream of past, present and
future intercession … we pray together with all the saints in the communion of the Body of
Christ”[4]. This prayer “draws us closer to Jesus, the sole Mediator,” and expresses the
solidarity of the whole community with those who suffer, even when we do not know
them personally[9]. 

5. Summary of the link 

Thus, the Church’s strong emphasis on intercession directly flows from its ecclesiological
conviction that the Church is a community — a single Body of believers — where the
members are called to share each other’s joys and sufferings through prayer. Intercession is
not an optional devotion but the prayerful work of the communion itself. 

May the Holy Spirit deepen your participation in this communion, so that every
prayer you offer becomes a genuine act of the Church’s communal love.
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Intercession as an Expression of the Church’s Mission of Solidarity 

1. Solidarity is at the heart of the Church’s self-understanding 

The Second Vatican Council already taught that the Church “is a sign and instrument of
communion with God and of unity among all men” (Lumen Gentium 1) and that solidarity
is “the expression of the Church’s life and of her dynamism in Christ” (Address to the U.S.
Bishops, 1988)[4]. Pope John Paul II repeatedly described this solidarity as “the practical
awareness of the great network of inter-dependence that exists among God’s people”[4]. In
other words, the Church sees herself as a single family whose members are called to bear
one another’s burdens (cf. Gal 6:2). 

2. Intercession is the prayerful outworking of that solidarity 

Intercessory prayer is defined in the Catechism as “the prayer of asking on behalf of another
… knowing no boundaries” (CCC 2635). Pope Francis reminds us that “the whole Church
has the mission of interceding for all – especially for those who suffer”[10]. The Letter to
the Abbot of Cluny explicitly links the “prayers of intercession … to the solidarity with the
dead” and says that by praying we “share in their salvation in this wondrous mystery of the
communion of saints”[6]. 

Thus, when we lift up a stranger’s need, we are joining the network of inter-depen-
dence that the Church proclaims. Our prayer becomes a concrete act of solidarity: we
“enter into the suffering of the other” and, through the Spirit, offer a share of ourselves for
the benefit of the one prayed for[1]. 

3. Intercession sustains the Church’s missionary and charitable mission 

The Church’s evangelising mission is inseparable from its solidarity with the poor, the sick,
and the persecuted. Pope Paul VI (World Day for Missions 1975) exhorted the faithful “to
invoke their solidarity with the cause of the missions”[5]. Pope John Paul II later
emphasized that “the prayers of the faithful … are a great contribution to the missionary
activity of the Church”[9]. By praying for those who are far away, we participate in the
same missionary charity that the Church lives out in concrete works of aid. 

4. The communion of saints makes intercession a communal act of love 



The Church teaches that the saints in heaven continually intercede for us, and we are called
to join them (General Audience 7 April 2021). This communio sanctorum means that every
petition we make is already “in communion with the prayers of the whole Body of Christ”
(Pope Francis, 2020)[10]. When we pray for victims of accidents, murders, or any distant
suffering, we are uniting our voice with that of the entire heavenly and earthly
community, thereby manifesting the Church’s solidarity on a universal scale. 

5. Practical consequences for the faithful 

6. Summary 

• The Church’s mission of solidarity is rooted in the belief that all members of the
Body of Christ are inter-dependent.

• Intercession is the prayerful expression of that inter-dependence: by praying for
others — especially those we do not know — we share their burdens and affirm the
communal bond that the Church proclaims.

• This practice nourishes the Church’s missionary and charitable outreach,
because every petition joins the universal prayer of the saints and the faithful,
thereby extending the Church’s solidarity to every corner of humanity. 

Consequently, the Church’s strong emphasis on intercession is not an isolated
devotional trend but an integral manifestation of its mission of solidarity, a concrete
way in which believers live out the communion that the Church is called to embody. 

May the Holy Spirit deepen your participation in this communal prayer,
so that each of your intercessions becomes a true act of solidarity

with the whole Body of Christ.
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Opposing Views on Intercession as an Expression of the Church’s Solidarity



Brief Explanation of Each View 

1. Symbolic vs. Practical – The critique stresses that true solidarity requires action
(e.g., feeding the hungry, advocating for justice). Prayer, while spiritually enriching,
does not substitute for tangible aid. 

2. Passive Attitude – By “praying for” rather than “working for” the poor, believers
risk adopting a complacent stance, contrary to the Church’s call to accompany the
marginalized (cf. Evangelii Gaudium). 

3. Exclusivity – The distinctive Catholic practice of invoking saints and the dead may
be perceived as a barrier to dialogue with other Christian denominations and religions,
potentially undermining broader Christian solidarity. 

4. Hierarchical Dynamics – Emphasizing saintly intercession can unintentionally
portray the faithful as dependent on a privileged few, detracting from the Vatican II
vision of the People of God where every member shares in the mission. 

5. Redundancy – From a Thomistic standpoint, God’s salvific grace operates
universally; therefore, mediated intercession is seen by some as an unnecessary layer
that could obscure the direct efficacy of God’s love. 

These opposing perspectives highlight legitimate concerns that the Church must continually
balance: prayer must accompany concrete charity, foster genuine communion
rather than exclusivity, and empower the whole People of God without
creating undue hierarchy. 

The Church, aware of these critiques, repeatedly exhorts the faithful to combine
intercessory prayer with charitable works (cf. CCC 2447; Pope Francis, Gaudete
et Exsultate). Engaging both dimensions helps ensure that solidarity remains
both spiritual and practical.
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